When medical reports become expert medical evidence: judgments of the Court.
This paper analyses what happens when medical reports are reframed to become expert evidence in the New Zealand District Court. The aim is to understand what judges do with, and want from, medical reports. Fifty medical reports were analysed for their properties as instances of a specialised genre. Twenty judgments of the District Court were then analysed to see how medical reports are edited and reframed in such judgments. The analytic techniques used were those of genre analysis. When they are edited and become expert evidence in a court, medical reports written for one purpose are used for a different purpose. In a court, medical reports are assessed for the way they bear on the matter at issue and for their quality as expert evidence. The judgments of the medical reports made by judges can provide guidelines which may assist medical professionals in writing medical reports.